
 
 

Arbor Vitae 

Tree of Life 

A child questions whether trees 
have their winter roots 

in the ground or in the sky 
and whether there are leaves 
underfoot unseen 

filling the veins we mine. 

The child is answered 
that only human roots 

have their trees in the sky; 
and if leaves 
became an acceptable mode of exchange 

our land would still be bankrupt 
of wonder.  
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